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Nov. 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

appreciation for the ratification of the bilat-
eral International School of Ulaanbaatar 
Agreement which will help to ensure the 
availability of high quality, U.S.-accredited 
education for its students. The presidents 
noted the successful and positive contribu-
tion of the Peace Corps program in Mon-
golia. 

The two presidents stated their expecta-
tions for the continued and steady growth 

of the U.S.-Mongolia relationship, based on 
mutual respect and equitable partnership, 
and reaffirmed that such growth will be 
in the national interest of both countries. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Memorandum on the National Flood Insurance Program 
November 21, 2005 

Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Homeland Security 

Subject: National Flood Insurance Program 
I have reviewed your request for ap-

proval to issue notes to the Secretary of 

the Treasury in excess of $3.5 billion, but 
not to exceed $18.5 billion, for the National 
Flood Insurance Program and am hereby 
granting approval for you to do so. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony 
November 22, 2005 

Thank you all. Welcome to the White 
House. Thank you for coming this after-
noon. It’s a pleasure to be able to introduce 
you, soon, to the National Thanksgiving 
Turkey. His name is Marshmallow. [Laugh-
ter] The alternative turkey’s name is Yam. 
[Laughter] He’s around here somewhere. 
He’s not going to be in this room. He’s 
in a pickup truck hanging out by the South 
Lawn. [Laughter] 

This is what we call—the White House 
is called the people’s house, and we’re 
going to call Marshmallow and Yam the 
people’s turkeys. They made it here 
through a democratic process. There was 
a nationwide election on the White House 
web site. In the end, the voters made the 
choice, and it was a close election. You 
might say it was neck and neck. [Laughter] 

I’m going to grant a pardon this after-
noon, and the pardon I grant comes with 
a new measure of responsibility and fame 
for Marshmallow and Yam. In the past 
years, the turkeys I spared went on to lead 
lives of leisure at Frying Pan Park in the 
State of Virginia. This year is going to be 
a little different. Marshmallow and Yam 
were a little skeptical about going to a place 
called Frying Pan Park. I don’t blame 
them. So I’m proud to announce that 
Marshmallow and Yam will serve as hon-
orary grand marshals at Disneyland’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. And they’ll go 
on to spend the rest of their natural lives 
at Disneyland. 

The granting of the turkey pardon is not 
a responsibility that I take lightly, and I 
want to thank all of those who helped plan 
today’s event. I appreciate the efforts of 
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